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GREETINGS:

WHEREAS, the Medical Review Board has reported to the NYS Commission of Correction
pursuant to Correction Law, section 47(1)(d), regarding the death of Justin O’Dell, who died on
December 27, 2021, while an incarcerated individual in the custody of the NYS Department of
Corrections and Community Supervision at the Clinton Correctional Facility, the Commission
has determined that the following final report be issued.

FINDINGS:

1. Justin O’Dell was a 28-year-old black male who died on 12/27/2021 due to a fentanyl
overdose while in the custody of the New York State Department of Corrections and
Community Supervision (NYS DOCCS) at the Clinton Correctional Facility (CF).

2.
In the
instant offense, In , ell engaged in sexual intercourse with a 13-year-old female

on two occasions. He was arrested in 2019 and charged with Rape 2" Degree and
Criminal Sexual Act 2" Degree. O’Dell was sentenced to 14 years of incarceration.

4, On 6/8/20, upon arrival to Clinton CF,

5. O’Dell had a history of two Tier 2 tickets throughout his incarceration. His last ticket was
in September 2020 for creating a disturbance, interference, and refusing a direct order.
He received Keep Lock time for the offense.

6. On 9/21/21, O’Dell was observed to be unresponsive in his cell and a medical
emergency was called by security staff. Two doses of Narcan were administered, first by

8. On 12/21/21, O’Dell was observed to be unresponsive in his cell and a medical
emergency was called by security staff. Three doses of Narcan were administered b
security staff with a desired effect and O’Dell became alert.




10.

11.

12.

FINAL REPORT OF JUSTIN O'DELL Page |3

On 12/27/21 at 11:12 p.m. while making rounds on the unit, Correction Officer (CO) B.K.
observed O’Dell sitting on his bed unresponsive. A medical emergency was immediately
called, Sergeant (Sgt.) R.S and COs J.R., C.F., J.B., C.D., and W.B. arrived at the
scene. O’Dell was found unresponsive but had a pulse. The response team moved him
onto the housing area walkway. At 11:15 p.m., RN . arrived

EMS was contacted at 11:20

arrived at 11:49 p.m.

A Mortality Review completed by DOCCS after the incident found that there was a three-
minute delay in opening O’Dell’s cell and the AED was not applied cell side or in route to
the infirmary. An emergency response training was recommended for staff, specifically
relating to the AED not being applied prior to O’Dell’s arrival at the infirmary.

The DOCCS Office of Special Investigations (OSI) conducted a review of the incident
and determined that prior incarcerated individual overdoses were not made known to
those who are responsible for administering drug treatment programs.
Recommendations were made to implement policy and procedural changes in
expediting incarcerated individuals who have overdosed to be placed into Alcohol and
Substance Abuse Treatment (ASAT) programs.

ACTIONS REQUIRED:

That this case be closed as an accidental overdose.

WITNESS, HONORABLE YOLANDA CANTY, Commissioner, NYS Commission of Correction,
Alfred E. Smith State Office Building, 80 South Swan Street, 12" Floor, in the City of Albany,
New York 12210 on this 25" day of September 2024.

-

Yolanda Canty
Commissioner
Commission of Correction
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cc: Dr. Carol Moores, Deputy Commissioner Chief Medical Officer
James Donahue, Associate Commissioner of Mental Health
Superintendent Marie Josee King, Clinton CF





