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GREETINGS:

WHEREAS, the Medical Review Board has reported to the NYS Commission of Correction
pursuant to Correction Law, section 47 (1)(d), regarding the death of Saphal Thach, who died
on October 21, 2020, as a result of circumstances which occurred while an incarcerated
individual in the custody of the New York Police Department, the Commission has determined
that the following final report be issued.

FINDINGS:

1.

Saphal Thach was a 64-year-old male who died on 10/21/20 due to Hypertensive and
Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease while awaiting arraignment at the Bronx Central
Booking while in the custody of the New York City Police Department (NYPD).

Thach had no criminal history prior to the instant offense.

On 10/20/20 at 10:38 p.m., Thach was arrested for allegedly striking his brother in the
head with a wooden cane and was to be charged with Assault 2" Degree. At 10:47 p.m.,
Thach arrived at NYPD 52" Precinct without incident. Police Officer (PO) G.S.
completed the arrest processing of Thach. At that time, it was documented that Thach
was in good health and reported that he did not need any medical assistance.

On 10/21/20 at 12:50 a.m., Thach was brought from the 52" precinct holding cell by PO
G.S. to the NYPD transport van.

On 10/21/20 at 1:17 a.m., Thach arrived at Bronx Central Booking.

moved to the New York City Departmeni of Corrections (NYC DOC) sectlon of Bronx
Central Booking where he was to be held until his arraignment.

On 10/21/20 at 2:17 a.m., Thach complained to a correction officer (CQO) that he felt tired
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On 10/21/20 at 6:13 a.m., Thach arrived at Bronx Central Booking.

was 10 De loage cell where ne walted 10 be arraigned.

On 10/21/20 at approximately 10:50 a.m., Thach complained again of having difficulty
breathing. Thach was brought from the NYC DOC section into the NYPD section of
Bronx Central Booking for a requested evaluation by the on-duty nurse.

On 10/21/20 at approximately 10:59 a.m., Nurse . was summoned to the NYC DOC

re-arraignment cell to provide aide to Thach.

e Medical Review Board questions why
o ambulate to the nurse station given his presentation to the nurse.

At 11:10 a.m., Sergeant K.W. entered the pre-arraignment cell. Thach was on the floor
unconscious, unresponsive with his eyes open and lying on his back. NYC DOC officers
T oz oo orc<

At 11:12 a.m., the Fire Department of New York (FDNY) EMS arrived and assumed care
of Thach.

During an interview with NYPD Force Investigation Division, Thach's brother explained
that Thach was Asthmatic and had heart issues. The brother added that Thach was
constantly in and out of the hospital. He stated that Thach also took prescription
medication and consumed a lot of alcohol but was unsure if he used any drugs.

ACTIONS REQUIRED:

This case be closed as a natural death.
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WITNESS, HONORABLE YOLANDA CANTY, Commissioner, NYS Commission of Correction,
Alfred E. Smith State Office Building, 80 South Swan Street, 12! Floor, in the City of Albany,
New York 12210 on this 25" day of June 2024.

Yolanda Canty
Commissioner
Commission of Correction

YC:MB:vc
2020-M-0112
June 25, 2024

cc: Deputy Inspector Paul Muggeo,
Force Investigation Division





