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GREETINGS: 
 
WHEREAS, the Medical Review Board has reported to the NYS Commission of Correction 
pursuant to Correction Law, section 47(1)(d), regarding the death of Steve Constas who died on 
October 6, 2020, while an incarcerated individual in the custody of the NYS Department of 
Corrections and Community Supervision at the Wende Correctional Facility, the Commission 
has determined that the following final report be issued. 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
1. Steven Constas was a 68-year-old Caucasian male who died on 10/6/20 from a self-

inflicted penetrating injury of the face while in the custody of the New York State 
Department of Corrections and Community Supervision (NYS DOCCS) at the Wende 
Correctional Facility (CF) in the Regional Medical Unit (RMU).  The Medical Review 
Board has found that as Constas' death resulted from complications that developed after 
a self-inflicting injury, his manner of death should be ruled as a suicide. 

 
2. Constas was born in Brooklyn, NY. Constas was survived by his sister. Constas was 

single and did not have any children. Constas reported finishing the 9th grade and then 
working in his family’s restaurant. 

 
3.  
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. Constas 

was received in NYS DOCCS in October 2006  
 

 
 

 
6. This was Constas’s first admission in NYS DOCCS. Constas was admitted to NYS 

DOCCS at Downstate CF on 10/24/06. Constas was transferred to Wende CF on 
11/7/06 for his medical care needs. Constas was transferred from Wende CF to the 
Wende CF  on 3/5/07 for a higher level of medical care. Constas was transferred to 
Five Points CF  unit on 6/19/19. Constas was 
transferred back to the Wende CF  on 7/31/19. This is where Constas remained 
until the terminal event.  

 
7. Constas was admitted to the Wende CF  on 3/5/07 for a higher level of care due to 

 
 

.  
 
8. Constas did not receive any infractions during his incarceration. 
 
9.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

.   
 
10. On 6/19/19, NYS DOCCS documentation indicated that Constas was transferred from 

Wende CF  to Five Points CF ). The ICP is a 
residential mental health program for seriously mental ill incarcerated individuals (II) 
jointly operated by DOCCS and OMH. The ICP is a therapeutic community which 
provides rehabilitative services to IIs who are unable to function in general population 
because of their mental illness. The goal of the program is to improve the II's ability to 
function through programming and treatment so they may return to general population. 
Referrals are reviewed by an ICP Admission Committee comprised of DOCCS and OMH 
staff. The length of stay for each II varies. 

 
11.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



F I N A L  R E P O R T  O F  S T E V E  C O N S T A S  P a g e  | 4 

 

.  
 
12.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
13.  

 
 

.   
 
14.  

 
 

.  
 
15. On 7/31/19, Constas was transferred from Five Points CF  to Wende CF  
 
16.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

. 
 
17.  

 
 

 
 

 
.  

 
18. On 9/1/20 at 6:10 a.m., Corrections Officer (CO) P.N. documented in the unit logbook 
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that a count was completed. 
 
19. On 9/1/20 at 8:05 a.m., CO S.R. last observed Constas alive in bed on feed-up rounds 

when meal trays were distributed on the unit. 
 
20. On 9/1/20 at 8:20 a.m., CO S.R. and Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)  were 

conducting medication rounds in the  As they approached cell #561 that housed 
Constas, CO S.R. and LPN . observed Constas lying face down on his cell floor 
covered in blood. A medical emergency was immediately called and Dr. . and Nurse 
Practioner responded to the scene immediately.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
ACTIONS REQUIRED: 
 
That this case be closed as a suicide. 
 
 
WITNESS, HONORABLE ALLEN RILEY, Chairman, NYS Commission of Correction, Alfred E. 
Smith State Office Building, 80 South Swan Street, 12th Floor, in the City of Albany, New York 
12210 on this 28th day of June, 2023. 
 
 

  
Allen Riley 
Chairman 
Commission of Correction 
 
 
AR:BB:jdb 
2020-M-0108 

June 2023 
 
cc:  Dr. Carol Moores, Chief Medical Officer  

Bryan Hilton, Assistant Commissioner for Mental Health  
Superintendent Christopher Yehl, Wende CF  
Dr. Li-Wen Lee, Associate Commissioner  
Division of Forensic Services, NYS Office of Mental Health  
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Danielle Dill, Executive Director, CNYPC  
William Vertoske, Deputy Director of CBO, CNYPC  
Meaghan Bernstein, Advocacy Letter Coordinator, CNYPC 

 




