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GREETINGS:

WHEREAS, the Medical Review Board has reported to the NYS Commission of Correction
pursuant to Correction Law, section 47(1)(d), regarding the death of Michael Resnick who died
on May 28, 2020, while an incarcerated individual in the custody of the NYS Department of
Corrections and Community Supervision at the Green Haven Correctional Facility, the
Commission has determined that the following final report be issued.

FINDINGS:

1.

Michael Resnick was a 50-year-old male who died on 5/28/20 from complications of
sleep apnea which was exacerbated by his morbid obesity, hypertensive cardiovascular
disease, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), while in the custody of the
New York State Department of Corrections and Community Supervision (NYS DOCCYS)
at the Green Haven Correctional Facility (CF). The Medical Review Board has found
deficiencies in the medical care provided to Resnick during his incarceration.

I ' the instant offense, on 1/30/14, Resnick acted in concert as he restrained
a male victim inside of a car at gunpoint. Resnick drove the car as he and his co-
defendants demanded the victim call his family and friends for ransom money. Resnick
drove the victim around Astoria threatening and demanding the victim make calls. When
approached by police, Resnick attempted to flee by driving at a high rate of speed. As a
result, Resnick hit two police cars and caused multiple car accidents. Resnick was
sentenced to 15 years.

Resnick was received in the NYS DOCCS custody at Downstate CF in November of
2016. Resnick was then transferred to Clinton CF. In March 2017, Resnick was
transferred to Five Points CF. In September 2018, Resnick was transferred to Green
Haven CF.
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Medical Review Board opines that despite the finding of clear lung sounds, the oxygen
saturation of 80% was an alarming finding, that warranted immediate evaluation and
testing or at a minimum an infirmary placement for observation.
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. The Medical Review
Board opines that the medical provider should have been notified of the repeat visit with
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Medical Review Board finds that there was a pattern of deficient care and follow up to
Resnick’s chronic respiratory disease by DOCCS medical staff punctuated by failures to
address documented findings of respiratory insufficiency.

On 5/28/20 at 7:05 a.m., Resnick was found unresponsive in his cell by CO J.B. A
medical response called and CPR was initiated. RN Jjij arrived |

ACTIONS REQUIRED:

TO THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF THE NYS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND

COMMUNITY SUPERVISION, DIVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES:
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The Deputy Commissioner shall convene a comprehensive quality assurance review on the
health care provided to Resnick at the Green Haven CF with a focus on:

1. Why no follow-up or further testing was afforded to Resnick following his evaluation
twice on 3/17/20 with an oxygen saturation of Jjjij and Jiilj Why the provider was not
notified of the second sick call and why there was no assessment completed when
Resnick was seen the second time;

2. Why Resnick was not assessed nor offered a nebulizer treatment when he requested
one during the 4/19/20 visit;

3. Why there was no assessment of Resnick's complaints of il Wwhen he was seen
on 4/20/20;

4. Whether or not Resnick received the |l that was ordered on 5/20/20;

5. Why there was no peak flow performed or any contact made with a provider during the
5/22/20 sick call for |

6. Why the provider was not contacted during the 5/23/20 sick call when Resnick's oxygen
saturation was i Why Resnick was not seen as noted during the callout on 5/26/20;

7. Why the indraft medical screening on 5/27/20 indicated that Resnick was prescribed
!

A report with findings and corrective actions taken shall be provided to the Medical
Review Board upon completion.

In a response dated 3/8/23 to the Commission's preliminary report, the Deputy Commissioner
for Health Services indicated that all requested quality assurance reviews were completed and
re-training was conducted with Green Haven CF medical staff.

WITNESS, HONORABLE THOMAS J. LOUGHREN, Commissioner, NYS Commission of
Correction, Alfred E. Smith State Office Building, 80 South Swan Street, 12" Floor, in the City of
Albany, New York 12210 on this 22" day of March, 2023.
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Thomas J. Loughren 5%
Commissioner & Chair
Medical Review Board
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cc: Dr. Carol Moores, Deputy Commissioner Chief Medical Officer
Bryan Hilton, Assistant Commissioner for Mental Health
Superintendent Mark Miller, Green Haven CF





